
The Warm-Up - Colin Currie Group Plays Steve Reich
Kate Molleson: Hello and welcome to the Edinburgh International Festival 2026. I'm Kate Molleson, and this is The Warm Up, an insider's guide to the performance that you're about to experience.
Now we're going to dive a bit deeper into the Colin Currie Group's concert of wall-to-wall Steve Reich. Colin Currie returns to the festival after his 2025 concert with the King's Singers. This time he's celebrating more than half a century of Reich compositions. Here to tell us what motivated him to celebrate this particular composer, also more about the programme, which features no fewer than two world premiere performances, this is Colin Currie himself.
But first, here's festival director Nicola Benedetti. 
Nicola Benedetti: Now, we are incredibly excited to be having Colin Currie back at the festival so soon. A master of all things percussion, he will be taking us into the world of Steve Reich, arguably one of the defining voices of contemporary classical music to date.
The Colin Currie Group is a flexible ensemble of world-class percussionists. Now, he himself, of course, has been described as one of the world's finest and most daring percussionists, and they play a huge range of instruments from marimbas, vibraphones, xylophones, bongos, claves, shakers, and also the piano.
Now, two world premieres sit at the centre of this evening's program, called Two Pianos and In All Your Ways, which has been co-commissioned by our festival. At the heart of Reich's music, as many of you will know, is of course his relationship to rhythm, which fully will be embodied and explored in this evening's programme.
His music, of course, emerged alongside fellow minimalist composers such as Philip Glass and Terry Riley, very much characterised by the power and of gradual process and a focus on rhythm and pulse that builds and accumulates over time. Here we move from the iconic Clapping Music, which was written in 1972, and built entirely from the interlocking rhythmic patterns and only using clapped hands as the instrument.
Fast-forwarding to the later works such as Radio Rewrite, which was 2012, where Reich draws on the harmonic language of the band Radiohead. 
Colin Currie: My name is Colin Currie, and I'm the artistic director of my ensemble, The Colin Currie Group. There's no denying that it's a very special thing for me, performing in the city where I grew up, where I was born, and where I would come year after year to hear amazing concerts, you know, unique events at the festival.
Uh, my mother was a member of the Edinburgh Festival Chorus, and so, you know, lots of memories of wonderful and often very ambitious choral programmes. So I've always had the feeling of the festival as being this extraordinary place. This programme is a new programme. We've never actually performed all these pieces together, of course, because it does include this world premiere, but furthermore, there are other new things entering the repertoire on this, this special evening.
We spoke with the composer about how we would put this programme together, and he als- also wanted us to include a new work, which he's already written, called Two Pianos. And this is quite a short piece, but actually for the Edinburgh audiences, it's an incredible thing to say, and it may be the, the first and only time this will ever happen in the history of Steve's music.
It is another world premiere. So in this concert there will actually be two Steve Reich premieres, which is just not something that happens, but it is happening at the Edinburgh International Festival. The programme, in a way, starts sort of relatively small in forces and f- and focus, and then branches up and out.
So we begin with the iconic Clapping Music, which is could not be simpler for two musicians, no instruments required, just two players clapping through this wonderful rhythmic game set of variations. It's a wonderful opening to a concert. Uh, it's very, very gripping. It's slightly entertaining, I would say.
Uh, there's something sort of e-enjoyable and light and dancey and, and intriguing about that piece. Then we have Two Pianos, world premiere, with our two wonderful pianists, Sian Rees and Philip Moore. Then we begin the ensemble pieces. We have two works from the 2000s. We have the glorious Radio Rewrite, which is based on material from the rock group Radiohead, uh, that Steve has an enormous amount of respect for.
Mutual respect there, goes both ways. And then the mighty Double Sextet, which is a very weighty piece, a very special piece, and one of his most charged works emotionally. I find this piece very, very uplifting, but also very, very poignant at the same time, an exceptional work to finish the first half. And then, you know, at this point in the program, I personally will have been more or less conducting.
I'll be conducting ensemble in, in the two ensemble works. But I wanted to have a, uh, a, a play in this programme. Really wanted to play some percussion. And so we're starting the second half with the piece Quartet, which was written for my ensemble, and it's a work that's the composer dedicated to myself.
And Quartet is an absolutely, uh, fantastic work, very active. It's actually a little bit unlike some of his other music. It moves around a lot. It changes key all the time. It keeps on introducing new material, but it's very, very active. And, um, it's, it's a very, very enjoyable piece to play. So I wanted to get behind the vibraphone and show that, uh, I still have some of that going on.
And then the big finish, um, In All Your Ways for ensemble and, uh, I, I don't really know what to say. It's going to be... I can't really imagine, you know, taking the stage at the Usher Hall at the Edinburgh International Festival, introducing this new piece. I, I can't really imagine what that will feel like, but it will be extraordinarily exciting, and I'm, I'm delighted that this is happening in the Usher Hall.
What I feel about this event is that it really will have a feeling of being an occasion, like a happening, a gala. There's going to be something so special about the expectation of this new piece. It's going to be the final work that we perform in the programme. So the whole programme is designed to head towards this, this moment.
Now, whatever happens to this piece, and the... I can tell you now that the new work, In All Your Ways, is gonna become this highly established and multi-performed work. It really will. It's gonna enter the repertoire. It's gonna be performed hundreds of times, thousands, you know, as, as the years roll by. A major work by Steve Reich.
But this, this first performance, this will be the only premiere this piece ever gets. A premiere happens once, and that's happening at the Edinburgh International Festival, and I think it's... the concert is gonna feel pretty wild. Um, it's gonna feel very uplifting and very celebratory. So don't miss it. You cannot miss this event.
It's going to be extraordinary. 
Kate Molleson: Colin Currie and Nicola Benedetti. You can see this performance at the Usher Hall on the 28th of August. Go to eif.co.uk for more information and updates.

