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The Gospel at Colonus

Leading American Gospel performers are set to star in the only UK performances this year of international hit show The Gospel of Colonus, at Edinburgh International Festival 2010.

The award winning production, an uplifting reworking of the classic Greek drama Oedipus at Colonus, is at the Edinburgh Playhouse from Saturday 21 - Monday 23 August. 

Pentecostal preacher Rev Dr Earl F. Miller drives the narrative while legendary gospel vocal group, the Blind Boys of Alabama, collectively play the role of Oedipus. The Inspirational Voices of Abyssinian Baptist Church, The Legendary Soul Stirrers and The Steeles also perform in a unique show that puts the wonderful traditions of Gospel centre stage. 

The Gospel at Colonus is adapted and directed by acclaimed writer and director, Lee Breuer, with music composed, arranged and directed by Bob Telson, best known for his Academy Award nominated score for the film Bagdad Cafe. 
Lee Breuer says: “Casting The Gospel at Colonus back in 1983 I was a bit worried about some Pentacostals feeling that Greek Tragedy was a pagan form.  After all, it premiered in 405 BC. The Reverend Martin Jacox, the great gospel "shouter" with The Legendary Soul Stirrers who died after our Moscow tour said to me. Don't worry.  It is a play about redemption and a happy death. Oedipus preaches a sermon of love, faith, and a return to root values.  Listen, you've got forty devout Pentacostal gospel singers and three preachers there on stage.  Son, you've got a Christian production.”

Featuring world class drama, opera, music, and dance Edinburgh International Festival 2010 runs from Friday 13 August to Sunday 5 September across the city in theatres, concert halls and opera houses attracting audiences from around the world to Scotland’s capital.
Festival 2010 is a journey of discovery through the diverse contemporary cultures of North, Central and South America, and Australasia. Artists from California, New York and New England, Mexico, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, Bolivia, Venezuela, Argentina, Samoa, New Zealand, Australia, as well as Spain, Holland and the UK give Festival 2010 a distinctive feel as it explores the modern-day cultures of the ‘New World’.
To book tickets and for more information please call Hub Tickets on +44 (0)131 473 2000 or visit eif.co.uk

ENDS

Editor's Notes:

The Gospel at Colonus

Saturday 21 & Sunday 22 August 7.30pm

Sunday 22 and Monday 23 August 2.30pm

The Edinburgh Playhouse

eif.co.uk/colonus

Sponsored by Standard Life

The Blind Boys of Alabama formed in Alabama in 1939. They were revered in gospel music but largely unknown in secular circles until their initial performance in The Gospel at Colonus in 1983. Since then they have performed and recorded with artists as diverse as Peter Gabriel, Lou Reed and Ben Harper. They appeared at the White House in February 2010 in a celebration of Music from the Civil Rights Movement hosted by President Obama The Blind Boys have also won four consecutive Grammy Awards for Best Traditional Soul Gospel Album and been inducted into the Gospel Music Hall of Fame.

The Legendary Soul Stirrers were founded eight decades ago. They were the first gospel quartet group to feature a lead singer with a background, as opposed to the jubilee style singing that was prevalent in those days and were inducted into the America's Music and Entertainment Hall of Fame in 1988 and The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1989. They have sung for Presidents Roosevelt, Truman, and Carter. The late great Sam Cooke is among their former members.

The Steeles are a family group of brothers and sisters based in Minneapolis. They have recorded and performed with Price, George Clinton and Morgan Freeman among others.

The Inspirational Voices of Abyssinian Baptist Church (Jeff Bolding, Director) has for years provided a unique vocal experience of intellectual and spiritual depth through its uplifting, inspirational and diverse repertoire of spirituals, anthems, hymns, Gospel and Choir Director Jeff Bolding’s original compositions and arrangements.   The choir has appeared on national television and at major concert halls and has performed with music legends including the late Ray Charles and Ossie Davis, Diana Ross, Barry Manilow, Patti LaBelle, Yolanda Adams, Shirley Caesar, and a host of others.   For more information, visit www.abyssinian.org. 
The Rev Dr Earl F. Miller is based at the Progressive Baptist Church, Minnesota.
Edinburgh International Festival press office, +44 (0)131 473 2020 or press@eif.co.uk. Further information available on eif.co.uk/press

We would like to make a request for your support:

Corporate sponsorship of the Edinburgh International Festival is crucial to its future. As arts supporters yourselves we hope you will help us in maintaining this important portion of our income and healthy relationships with sponsors by mentioning them in your coverage. This makes a real difference to the Edinburgh International Festival. Mentions are counted and used as an evaluation of projects. Please credit our sponsors.

The Edinburgh International Festival is supported by The City of Edinburgh Council and the Scottish Arts Council. Scottish Charity (SC004694)

