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Media information

For immediate use 
CLARKE PETERS TO MAKE EDINBURGH INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL DEBUT
American actor, singer, writer and director, Clarke Peters will make his first Edinburgh International Festival appearance as The Narrator in Copland’s Lincoln Portrait.
Lincoln Portrait will be performed at the Usher Hall on Saturday 14 August as part of an evening of 20th century North American classics. Rhapsodies in Red, White and Blue, featuring the music of Copland, Gershwin and Ives, is inspired by the pilgrims of New England, the upheavals of civil war, and the spirit of prohibition.

Copland’s Lincoln Portrait is a classical orchestral work and homage to one of the greatest American Presidents. Clarke Peters will narrate live excerpts from Abraham Lincoln’s great speeches, including the Gettysburg Address, and will perform on stage alongside the Royal Scottish National Orchestra, and legendary American conductor Gunther Schuller.
Clarke is delighted to be performing at the Edinburgh International Festival for the first time, and says, “Get the Festival to fill your spirit. There’s something for everyone there.”
With an impressive theatre, film and TV career to date, Clarke Peters is now perhaps most well known for his role as Detective Lester Freamon in the critically acclaimed series The Wire. He joins a long list of well-known actors, celebrities and politicians who have taken the role of Narrator in Copland’s Lincoln Portrait since it was first performed in the States by the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra. 
Written in 1942 by Copland as part of the World War II patriotic war effort, previous Narrators include Alec Baldwin, Henry Fonda, Charlton Heston, Samuel L. Jackson, and James Earl Jones, as well as current President, Barack Obama.
Featuring world class drama, opera, music, and dance Edinburgh International Festival 2010 runs from Friday 13 August to Sunday 5 September across the city in theatres, concert halls and opera houses attracting audiences from around the world to Scotland’s capital. Festival 2010 is a journey of discovery through the diverse contemporary cultures of North, Central and South America, and Australasia. Artists from California, New York and New England, Mexico, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, Bolivia, Venezuela, Argentina, Samoa, New Zealand, Australia, as well as Spain, Holland and the UK give Festival 2010 a distinctive feel as it explores the modern-day cultures of the ‘New World’.
To book tickets and for more information please call Hub Tickets on +44 (0)131 473 2000 or visit eif.co.uk
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Rhapsodies in Red, White and Blue

Royal Scottish National Orchestra

Gunther Schuller Conductor

Royal Scottish National Orchestra Chorus

Timothy Dean Chorus Master

Steven Osborne Piano

Copland Lincoln Portrait

Clarke Peters Narrator

Gershwin Rhapsody in Blue (original jazz band version)

Ives Symphony No 4

Saturday 14 August 7.30pm

Usher Hall
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Edinburgh International Festival press office, +44 (0)131 473 2020 or press@eif.co.uk. Further information available on eif.co.uk/press

We would like to make a request for your support:

Corporate sponsorship of the Edinburgh International Festival is crucial to its future. As arts supporters yourselves we hope you will help us in maintaining this important portion of our income and healthy relationships with sponsors by mentioning them in your coverage. This makes a real difference to the Edinburgh International Festival. Mentions are counted and used as an evaluation of projects. Please credit our sponsors.

The Edinburgh International Festival is supported by The City of Edinburgh Council and the Scottish Arts Council. Scottish Charity (SC004694)

