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Bliss 

The first distinctively Australian opera, Bliss, by Opera Australia makes its European premiere at the Edinburgh International Festival on Thursday 2 September and Saturday 4 September. 
Bliss charts the story of Harry Joy, a successful advertising executive, who after a near-death experience questions the world he has constructed.  With an unfaithful wife, children spiraling out of control and questionable professional ethics, Harry finds salvation in the unlikeliest of places.  
Bliss is based award winning novelist Peter Carey’s ground breaking exploration of hell and hedonism in the 1980’s world of advertising. Composer Brett Dean and librettist Amanda Holden distill the story for the stage in what has been described as “a success in every way.”  (Murray Black, The Australian) at its recent premiere season in Australia. 
Tony Award winning designer Brian Thomson’s stunning set utilizes 2916 LED lights to literally and symbolically chart Harry’s decent in to madness and ultimate redemption.  Brian’s work can also currently be seen in two productions on London’s West End – Priscilla Queen of the Desert and Holding The Man. 
The production is uniquely Australian, - the story, novel, composer, company and designer are all Australian.  It is a bold exploration conquering new artistic worlds. 
“A coalescence of Australian artistic talent has created a compelling opera. Bliss was performed with an assurance and confidence that is rare… a success in every way.” 









 Murray Black, The Australian
Notes on the creatives:
Brett Dean began composing in 1988 initially focusing on experimental film and radio projects and improvisational performance. Since then, he has created numerous compositions, mainly orchestral or chamber music as well as concertos for several solo instruments.  Dean’s work often draws from literary, political or visual stimuli.  In 2007 Dean won the Grawemeyer Award for Music for his violin concerto The Lost Art of Letter Writing. 
Amanda Holden has translated many works for the stage including concert works, plays and more then fifty opera librettos. She has worked with all Britain’s opera companies, The New York Philharmonic and several film and TV projects. She was awarded the 2001 Olivier Award for Outstanding Achievement in Opera for her work on The Silver Tassie (ENO). 

Renowned theatre film and opera director Neil Armfield (Director) has directed companies as diverse as the Sydney Theatre Company, Royal Opera Covent Garden, Lyric Opera of Chicago, Houston Grand Opera and the Zurich Opera. 
Peter Coleman-Wright (Harry Joy) relishes the chance to bring an innovative view of Australia to international audiences. The role was written specifically for him and he embraces the challenges of performing new music. Peter will be making his debut at La Scala in early 2011. 
A distinguished and versatile soprano, Meryln Quaife (Betty), has performed throughout Australian, Asia, Europe and the USA, including Berlina Cappella, Singapore Symphony, Hong Kong Philharmonic and the Voronesz Philharmonic.  

Lorina Gore (Honey B) began performing on stage as a teenager in various kinds of music before pursuing her dream of becoming an opera singer. She has been awarded the Opera Foundation’s Covent Garden Scholarship and was the winner of the Australian National Aria Competition. 
Taryn Fiebig (Lucy) trained in drama before discovering music. She graduated as a cellist before commencing vocal training and has on occasion combined playing and singing. She recently won over Australian audiences as Eliza Dolittle in My Fair Lady, opposite Richard E Grant.
Barry Ryan (Alex) was once a football player before becoming an opera singer. He has performed with the London Philharmonic, Royal Scottish National Orchestra, La Scala, Paris Opera Bastille, Komische Opera
Featuring world class drama, opera, music, and dance Edinburgh International Festival 2010 runs from Friday 13 August to Sunday 5 September across the city in theatres, concert halls and opera houses attracting audiences from around the world to Scotland’s capital.

Festival 2010 is a journey of discovery through the diverse contemporary cultures of North, Central and South America, and Australasia. Artists from California, New York and New England, Mexico, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, Bolivia, Venezuela, Argentina, Samoa, New Zealand, Australia, as well as Spain, Holland and the UK give Festival 2010 a distinctive feel as it explores the modern-day cultures of the ‘New World’.

To book tickets and for more information please call Hub Tickets on +44 (0)131 473 2000 or visit eif.co.uk
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Edinburgh International Festival press office, +44 (0)131 473 2020 or press@eif.co.uk. Further information available on eif.co.uk/press

We would like to make a request for your support:

Corporate sponsorship of the Edinburgh International Festival is crucial to its future. As arts supporters yourselves we hope you will help us in maintaining this important portion of our income and healthy relationships with sponsors by mentioning them in your coverage. This makes a real difference to the Edinburgh International Festival. Mentions are counted and used as an evaluation of projects. Please credit our sponsors.

The Edinburgh International Festival is supported by The City of Edinburgh Council and the Scottish Arts Council. Scottish Charity (SC004694)

